	
	Reducing school bus emissions a breath of fresh air in the Lower Fraser Valley




Chilliwack, BC, April 5, 2005--

The Fraser Valley Regional District with local partners School District No. 33 (Chilliwack), School District No. 34 (Abbotsford) and the City of Abbotsford are collaborating on an Environment Canada-funded pilot project to improve air quality for local school children.

This project is part of the Clean Vehicle and Fuels Improvements Initiative under the Georgia Basin-Puget Sound International Airshed Strategy.  Thirty diesel school buses in the two Fraser Valley school districts were retrofitted with emission-reducing devices (DOC’s – Diesel Oxidation Catalysts) over the 2005 school Spring Break.  These special catalytic mufflers reduce particulate matter emissions by 20 to 50 percent.  “Controlling diesel emissions from school buses is one key way to improve local air quality and reduce the risk for children’s exposure to air pollutants,” said Abbotsford School District Chair Joanne Field.  “In combination with other local actions, our School District is helping to make the air healthier for everyone.”

"The Chilliwack School Board is very pleased to be participating in this initiative which will contribute to the health and safety of our students and to the environment,” stated Diane Janzen, Chair of School District #33, “It is also an important aspect of modelling environmental stewardship for students in Chilliwack."

Abbotsford Councillor and FVRD Air Quality Committee Chair Patricia Ross said “This initiative is an important step toward protecting the health of our citizens as well as helping to achieve the Fraser Valley Regional District’s air quality goals.  It sets a tone for other heavy duty diesel truck and bus fleet operators to emulate.”

“The opportunity to work with the Abbotsford and Chilliwack school districts to improve air quality by reducing emissions from buses is a very significant step,” said Terry Raymond, FVRD Board Chair.

Although school buses are used throughout the Lower Mainland to transport children to and from school, diesel engine emissions, such as those from school buses, include particulate matter or air pollutants.  These air pollutants are linked to negative health impacts such as increased emergency room visits, hospital admissions, and asthma rates, particularly among children.  Children are more susceptible to the effects of air pollutants as they breathe more air relative to their body weight than do adults and their lung systems are not yet fully developed.  Diesel bus retrofits and other individual actions like turning off vehicle engines rather than idling, will reduce particulate and greenhouse gas emissions – cleaning our air, further protecting our health and contributing to Canada’s action against climate change.
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For more information on Abbotsford and Fraser Valley Regional District clean air and climate change initiatives please contact:

Bob Smith: (604)951-7843

Environment Canada is implementing the Plan of Action for cleaner vehicles, engines and fuels, an integral part of the Government of Canada's Clean Air Strategy.  The Plan of Action contains several measures aimed at protecting the health and environment of Canadians, including cleaner fuels and strict emission regulations for new light-duty vehicles, heavy-duty vehicles and off-road diesel engines.   
For more information, please see Environment Canada’s Clean Air website:  http://www.pyr.ec.gc.ca/air/index_e.htm
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